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Auguste Comte’s positivism (1798-1857):  Comte a brilliant French philosopher undertook a survey of all human knowledge. To make this ambitious task more manageable, he decided to limit his work to facts that were beyond question; that is, those facts that had been determined solely through the methods of science. Thus he infused European philosophical thought with a new spirit: positivism a doctrine that recognizes only those facts that are objectively observable and therefore not debatable. Everything of a speculative, inferential and metaphysical nature he declared illusory and rejected. This approach gained widespread acceptance. 

John Locke (1632-1704):

Locke marked the formal beginning of British empiricism with his book “An essay Concerning Human Understanding’. He was primarily interested in the ways in which mind acquires knowledge. He rejected the existence of innate ideas and argued that humans are not born with any knowledge whatsoever. Their mind at birth is a clean slate or white paper (something that Aristotle referred to as tabula rasa). Whatever knowledge we do have is obtained and accumulated through (sensory) experience. 

 Locke distinguished between two kinds of experiences: sensation (a result of direct sensory input from physical objects in the environment.)  and reflection (the process whereby minds operates on the sensations and forms ideas). Sensations appear first. They are necessary forerunners of reflection. Without a reservoir of sense impressions, no reflection is possible and therefore the ultimate source of all knowledge remains sensory experiences. Locke also differentiated between primary and secondary qualities of simple sensory ideas. Primary qualities exist in an object whether or not we perceive them. The size and shape of a feather are primary qualities, whereas the tickle of a feather is not inherent in the feather itself but depends upon the experiencing person. Therefore color, odor, sound and taste are secondary qualities. In making this distinction between primary and secondary qualities, Locke was recognizing the subjectivity of much of human perception. 

